[Magnetic resonance tomography using gadolinium-DTPA in the diskectomy syndrome--a reliable method of identifying a recurrent prolapse in scar tissue].
The non invasive diagnostic possibilities of MR have resulted in better diagnosis of degenerative spinal diseases. Twenty-one patients with failed back surgery syndrome (postdiscectomy syndrome) were studied to evaluate the possibility of 1-Tesla magnetic resonance (MR) imaging with gadolinium diethylene triamine pentaacetic acid (Gd-DTPA) in differentiating post operative scar tissue from recurrent disc herniation. The enhanced MR studies correctly depicted the character of abnormal epidural tissue in all patients. We conclude that MR with GD-DTPA might be the method of choice to differentiate reliably postoperative epidural fibrosis from recurrent disc prolapse.